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PREFACE 
The Medicines Evaluation Board (MEB) operates independently from the Minister to assess and decide 
on the approval of medicinal products for people in the Netherlands. The Medicines Evaluation Board 
Agency (MEB Agency) supports the Board in this endeavour by evaluating and monitoring human and 
veterinary medicinal products, as well as novel foods. The MEB and MEB Agency collaborate closely. 
Hereinafter, the two entities will jointly be referred to as the “MEB”, and individually as the “Board” 
and the “Agency”, respectively.

The MEB’s new Strategic Business Plan (SBP) 2024–2028 focuses on the upcoming changes in our 
environment. The previous SBP laid the groundwork for future-proofing and a practice-oriented 
organisation. This direction will be continued. Alongside our routine work, the MEB anticipates on 
various changes during this new SBP period. The development of new technologies will greatly 
influence medicine development. Additionally, new European legislation concerning human medicinal 
products is expected to be adopted and come into force over the next few years. Before this legislation 
is implemented, the MEB will evaluate its impact on our day-to-day practice and ensure compliance 
from pharmaceutical companies submitting medicine dossiers for medicinal product approval.

State-of-the-art technology and new legislation, coupled with existing challenges like medicine 
shortages, an increasing number of applications, and various societal developments, require the 
MEB to adapt its initiatives. This includes shifting from document-based information to data-driven 
processes, necessitating changes in information management. 

As chair of the Board and director of the Agency, we recognise that these changes will necessitate us to 
reassess our role in the Netherlands and Europe. The MEB aims to contribute meaningfully within both 
the Dutch and European networks, maintaining strong connections with our stakeholders. This means 
making strategic choices to ensure that the MEB, alongside the European network, continues to 
safeguard the efficacy and safety of medicines for European patients effectively. 

Overall, this Strategic Business Plan aligns the MEB with a path of transformation that was initiated in 
recent years and is set to become increasingly clear in the forthcoming years. 

Finally, we extend our gratitude to everyone involved in the realisation of this Strategic Business Plan. 
This includes all dedicated MEB Agency colleagues, MEB Board members, the members of the 
Committee on the Authorisation of Veterinary Medicinal Products (Ctd) and the Advisory Board. 
We are also indebted to Futureconsult and our sparring partners from various national and 
international chains, stakeholders, European agencies, and the Ministries of Health, Welfare and Sport 
(VWS) and Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality (LNV) for their significant contributions in helping us 
navigate the evolving pharmaceutical landscape.



Strategic Business Plan 2024 - 2028  | 5

1.	Mission and Vision

B CA

As an independent medicines authority, the MEB advises on and assesses the effectiveness, safety 
and quality of human and veterinary medicines. The MEB also encourages the appropriate use of 
medicines for the correct patient, ranging from traditional to entirely new treatments. This applies to 
medicines in the Netherlands and, in collaboration with our European colleagues, to those in Europe.

All tasks of the MEB are anchored in core values that define the organisation: scientific, vigilant, 
and connected. 

Scientific: analysis of data forms the basis for weighing the benefits and risks of medicines during 
the assessment process. Innovations in how the MEB assesses and regulates medicines are rooted 
in scientific insights. 

Vigilant: The MEB is alert and actively seeks to understand trends in medicine development and daily 
practice. Besides assessment of medicines for market authorisation, it continues to monitor the use, 
side effects, and sometimes, the efficacy and risks of medicines post-market.

Connected: The MEB sees itself as a proactive partner within the network, playing a focused role on 
certain topics. This open, transparent, collaboration ensures comprehensive oversight of medicines 
and their use in practice, both with respect to humans and to animals, contributing significantly to 
the well-being of everyone who uses medicines occasionally or on a daily basis.

EVERYONE WHO USES A MEDICINE 
MUST BE ABLE TO DO SO WITH 
CONFIDENCE AND PEACE OF MIND.
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2.	 �Current Position of 
the MEB

In both the Netherlands and Europe, the MEB plays a leading role in assessing human and veterinary 
medicines. As a knowledge-intensive implementing organisation, it possesses a solid base of 
knowledge and expertise to fulfil all statutory tasks. To execute its work meticulously, the MEB 
collaborates closely with various stakeholders, other medicine authorities, and patient organisations. 

The high quality of the MEB’s work stems from the dedication and expertise of its staff. 
Our employees make up our stable foundation, as their exceptional skills, knowledge, expertise 
and commitment are key to delivering high-quality assessments and contributing to the supply of 
medicines. 

The MEB is part of a European network, working alongside the European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
and medicines authorities in other countries. Acting in concert with the entire EU network, the MEB 
ensures that reliable medicines are available for European patients and animals. This includes active 
representation in European committees and working groups. The Netherlands plays a significant role 
in Europe when it comes to the volume and quality of medicine assessments. 
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The entire European and national network has been fully engaged in handling the consequences of 
Brexit and the intense COVID-19 period, which strained the network’s assessment capacity. Many 
activities were temporarily halted but have since resumed. The key lesson from this period is that the 
network can withstand such events, though it demands much from both the network and its people.

In recent years, pressure on the European system has only increased, particularly on leading countries 
like the Netherlands, which perform most of the assessments. Several factors contribute to this. 
Firstly, the number of European assessment procedures is growing. Secondly, the mechanism of 
action of medicines are becoming more complex, requiring specialist knowledge for assessments. 
Consequently, the demand for assessors in Europe and at the MEB is rising, despite many medicines 
authorities, including the MEB, facing capacity shortages. 

The MEB actively contributes to knowledge transfer to other countries. The optimisation of 
regulation is achieved via the European network. In so doing, we focus on reducing administrative 
and other burdens, eliminating unnecessary procedures, and preventing redundant work. Current 
fees for European procedures are insufficient to cover the capacity made available. Due to the MEB’s 
significant share in the assessments without receiving adequate financial revenue in return, this led 
to a negative financial result. The preparation for the new fee regulation highlighted this imbalance. 
Starting in 2025, the new regulation will align fees with the incurred costs.

The MEB acts independently when assessing and making decisions on the authorisation of medicines 
in the Netherlands. However, the organisation collaborates extensively and intensively with partners 
to do its work properly. Within the Netherlands, the MEB inter alia collaborates with the Ministry of 
Health, Welfare and Sport (VWS) in the context of human medicines and with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Nature and Fisheries (LNV) in the context of veterinary medicines. It also cooperates 
with the Central Committee on Research Involving Human Subjects (CCMO), the National Health Care 
Institute (ZIN), the Health Care and Youth Inspectorate (IGJ), the Netherlands Pharmacovigilance 
Centre Lareb, the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), and other parties.

The MEB also has good contacts and cooperates with non-governmental parties, including the Dutch 
College of General Practitioners (NHG), the Royal Dutch Pharmacists Association (KNMP), the Dutch 
Association of Hospital Pharmacists (NVZA), the Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety 
Authority (NVWA), umbrella organisations of pharmaceutical companies, the Federation of Medical 
Specialists (FMS), the Dutch Healthcare Authority (NZA), the Central Bureau of Drugstores (CBD), and 
the Netherlands Patients Federation. Where possible, the MEB makes agreements to solve problems 
together.

Recent research shows that the MEB is seen as reliable. Name recognition among medicine users 
has increased in recent years. The MEB contributes to the provision of independent basic information 
about medicines by publishing package leaflets via the human and veterinary Medicines Information 
Bank and by providing easy-to-understand information about medicines on its website. Public 
confidence in medicines is not a given. There is also an increasing amount of information about 
medicines available on a range of reliable and less reliable websites on the Internet and in other 
sources. 
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The MEB plays a role in the availability of medicines. Because of its statutory task, the MEB is 
informed about expected supply interruptions of medicines. By way of the Medicine Shortages 
and Defects Notification Centre, the MEB and the IGJ identify potential supply problems in a timely 
manner. One of the MEB’s tasks is to find out whether any medicine shortages can be solved, for 
example by checking whether alternative medicines are available. However, the role of the MEB is 
limited. Medicine availability is under pressure, both in Europe and on the global level. The EMA 
has established a Medicine Shortage Steering Group (MSSG), in which the Agency is represented. 
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3.	 �The Changing Landscape: 
Societal, Technological and 
Scientific developments

Human and veterinary medicine development is highly dynamic. Continuous technological 
advancements and various changes in social, regulatory and information technology are imminent. 
Together, these shifts impact the direction and daily operations of the MEB. 

Societal developments and the role of the MEB

The government, and therefore implementing agencies like the MEB, are increasingly under public 
scrutiny. This is partly because society has shifted its view of the relationship between government 
and citizens. Society no longer always accepts the truthfulness of information. This makes the 
provision of clear, independent, and tailored communication by implementing agencies even 
more important. Governments need and want to work with increasing transparency. Government 
organisations therefore need to be more active in disseminating information. 



Strategic Business Plan 2024 - 2028  | 10

A current societal issue is the availability of medicines. The availability of medicines or their raw 
materials depends on many factors. It is expected that supply disruptions and actual shortages will 
persist or even increase in the coming years. The impact of these issues on the MEB, medicine users, 
and healthcare professionals is also growing.  

Various societal trends also affect the work of the MEB. For instance, there are more environmental 
requirements human and veterinary medicines have to meet. When conducting its assessments, the 
MEB also looks at sustainability aspects, for example considering the residues that end up in nature, 
as well as packaging materials. 
The spheres of influence of countries are shifting, and geopolitical tensions are rising worldwide, 
potentially impacting the MEB. 

Science: medicine development and regulation

Assessment processes are becoming increasingly complex. Many new medicines utilise advanced 
technologies, such as nanotechnology, genetic engineering, mRNA technology, and immunotherapy. 
The MEB is also increasingly being asked to assess medical devices containing a medicine or in vitro 
diagnostics with a medicine component. Personalised medicine is also on the rise, and other types 
of techniques and data, such as real world data and artificial intelligence (AI), are being used more 
frequently. Agency staff need to keep up with all developments, both substantive and technical.   

Medicine assessments are increasingly conducted through European procedures rather than the 
national route. Maintaining quality is paramount, even as the MEB may have to complete assessments 
within shorter timelines in the future, despite increased complexity.

Changing laws and regulations

Most of the revised European pharmaceutical legislation and changes to fees for authorisation 
procedures for human medicines are expected to be implemented by 2028. The timing of entry into 
force will largely depend on political decision-making in Europe. This makes it an uncertain factor that 
the MEB must take account of. 

The new Veterinary Medicinal Products Regulation came into force in 2022. This has further harmonised 
regulations on veterinary medicines within Europe. It will become clear in the coming years whether 
the main goals of the new legislation are being met. These include a reduced administrative burden, 
less use of antibiotics, improved availability of veterinary medicines, and encouraging innovation in 
new and existing veterinary medicines. 
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Data-driven infrastructure

Many developments have been taking place in the field of information technology and data. Some of 
them affect the connection with the EMA and medicines authorities in other EU Member States, as 
well as the (European) central assessment process. Information technology developments are also 
having an impact on medicine development. These developments are resulting in changes in the ways 
of working, while the level of quality must at the least remain the same.

The new European veterinary medicines legislation has led to the development of a European database 
in the field of veterinary medicines, which includes all veterinary medicines that are on the market 
in Europe.

Employees and organisation

Our task is to perform high-quality assessments of medicines, and this starts with well-trained 
and experienced staff across the full breadth of our organisation. Recruiting and retaining them is 
therefore essential. Securing and transferring their knowledge within the organisation is also a 
requirement. The current and anticipated shortages in the labour market will continue to challenge 
the Agency in the coming years: the specific expertise the Agency seeks and continues to need is 
sometimes in short supply. 
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4.	The MEB in 2028
By 2028, the MEB will have a clear and recognisable position – not only within the Netherlands, 
but also at the European level. The MEB will have a solid foundation to meet its responsibilities and 
legal obligations in an agile manner and, in the process, will maintain a stable and sound operational 
and financial base.

As a proactive and reliable partner, we will have an important role to play in fostering trust in medicines. 
Our balanced European product portfolio, our strategic choices in terms of product portfolio, scientific 
advice, and knowledge development, and our preparation for and implementation of European 
legislation will have helped us achieve this position.

Our journey to 2028 marks our development as an organisation characterised by an environment 
where data access and data-driven work not only support our day-to-day activities but also form the 
basis for our strategic decision-making. This digital era invites us to be at the forefront of knowledge 
assurance, knowledge accumulation and regulatory science and encourages us to continuously 
innovate and develop. 

The development of our staff is essential to this vision of the future. A culture of high quality, agility, 
and continuous professional development contributes to a working environment where everyone feels 
they are being valued and have the space to grow, as well as an environment in which we build on the 
current stable foundation, knowledge, experience, and strength of the organisation.
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5.	The journey to 2028
Strategic direction for human medicines – adding focus 

Medicines authorities, healthcare providers, and patients as well as the pharmaceutical industry have 
faced many changes in recent years. This is set to continue in the years to come. New European 
legislation and data-driven working, as well as other technological innovations, will soon have a major 
impact on the organisation. These developments must be aligned to financial and human resources. 

‘INNOVATIVE REGULATION IN 
A DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENT’ 

The MEB must be able to respond to all these developments and continue to deliver quality. To this 
end, it is important that it applies focus to its expertise and the work to be performed. This is in line 
with the changing landscape at the regulatory, political, and societal levels. Without such focus, the 
sustainability of the organisation and its employees will come under pressure. A number of factors 
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must be considered in this process, such as the social relevance and the extent to which developments 
are of a scientific or substantive nature. Also of great import are the current knowledge and the 
financial stability of the MEB, and the impact it has at the European level. These factors form criteria 
that will help the MEB respond to future changes.  

There are a number of preconditions within which the MEB must operate. These are its statutory tasks, 
the available finances, and feasibility. 

Specific criteria are important in determining the focus or to making choices. Such criteria include 
the scientific knowledge, experience, and capacity available within the agency and in the European 
network, obligations concerning the life cycle of a medicine, new therapeutic and other innovations, 
the supply of medicines for assessment, societal significance, impact and relevance (e.g., whether 
new medicines address unmet medical needs), and the financial and business impact.

Considerations based on these various criteria will guide the MEB’s focus in the period from 2024 
to 2028. 

Realising a good balance between specialisation and generalisation is essential in this context. A solid 
foundation of generalist knowledge remains necessary to continue carrying out assessment procedures 
properly and to meet national legal obligations. Further refinement and specialisation will allow the 
MEB to make the best use of its expertise. 

The MEB will have to specialise in indication areas or areas of expertise and/or make thematic choices. 
Specialisation can be based on medical specialisations or the nature of the medicine (e.g., ATMPs, RNA 
therapy, or biosimilars). Thematic specialisation (e.g. in pharmacovigilance, risk management, AI, 
personalised medicine, real world data, or the patient perspective) is also an option. 

Strategic direction of human medicines – positioning of the MEB within Europe 

Further development in cooperation with the European network is essential to keep pace with the 
increase in admission procedures and the shift of work from national to European admission 
procedures. The MEB builds on its own expertise and the expertise available within European 
Member States. At the same time, the MEB will, both on its own initiative and in consultation with 
the European network, select indication or expertise areas to promote in a European context. We will 
do this by applying focus through active participation in the various European committees and/or 
working parties. The aim is to achieve quality and evenly distributed expertise within the division of 
work among the European partners. This is a subject for discussion at the HMA level and with the 
EMA. 

Within Europe, the MEB continues to play an active role in the further optimisation of regulatory 
processes within the European network. This should lead to the optimal use of the capacity available 
within the network, of the available expertise, and of the IT systems. Simplifying and streamlining 
procedures also remains a key objective.   

Focusing, setting strategy, and positioning within Europe form a longer trajectory. In the short term, 
focus and strategy will be more strongly determined by the existing knowledge and capacity. In the 
long term, the MEB will also consider developments at the European level and other criteria. The 
positioning of the MEB within Europe and on the global level is crucial to making an impact within 
the European and international arena.  
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Strategic direction for human medicines – positioning of the MEB within 
the Netherlands 

The MEB actively liaises with the healthcare sector, other government parties, partners, and other 
stakeholders in the medicine industry. We will continue to cooperate extensively and intensively 
whenever able and required to do so. Where possible, the MEB will make agreements to solve 
problems with its partners.

The MEB will also continue to provide other advice, including on implementation, to the policy 
departments of the Ministries of Health, Welfare and Sport and Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality. 
The MEB reports on the policy areas concerned and renders advice on upcoming changes in European 
legislation and the resulting implementation of Dutch legislation. Additionally, the MEB will continue 
to report annually on the state of implementation.

The MEB will continue to play a role in the timely identification of medicine supply disruptions and 
medicine defects on behalf of the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport. Whenever possible, the MEB 
will take action, doing so in cooperation with the Health and Youth Care Inspectorate (IGJ). Such 
actions are limited to the performance of a risk assessment for the users of the medicines concerned 
and of an investigation into whether alternative medicines are available. In addition, the MEB will 
remain active in this field at the EMA level by being represented in the Medicine Shortage Steering 
Group (MSSG). Given the expected increase in supply problems and medicine shortages and the 
impact thereof on medicine users and healthcare professionals, this will be a permanent task for 
the MEB. 

Furthermore, the MEB liaises with patient organisations active in its areas of specialisation. The MEB 
may consult patient organisations to consider the patient perspective during assessments.  

The MEB also interacts with the pharmaceutical industry and will maintain its independence in 
this regard. Regular discussions take place with national and European umbrella organisations of 
pharmaceutical companies to identify bottlenecks and innovations at an early stage.

Strategic direction for human medicines – positioning of the Board

As the assessment of medicines increasingly takes place in the context of European procedures, 
these European developments also partly affect the role of the Board. The Board has statutory 
powers with respect to the national and decentralised procedures, but plays an advisory role 
with respect to the European centralised procedures. 

The Board is essential for the provision of methodological knowledge, the input of practical 
knowledge and of physician and patient perspectives, contributions to scientific opinions, quality 
assurance, and consistency and review of the correct use of medicines in practice. The Board is 
moving in tandem with the changing environment.

Strategic direction for veterinary medicines

Keeping up with developments related to veterinary medicines is key for those MEB units 
responsible for veterinary medicines. In the years to come, its expertise must develop in such 
a way that the knowledge available within the Agency continues to be in line with developments. 
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The Netherlands is a major European player in the field of veterinary medicines. In the coming 
years, the MEB aims to maintain that position, both qualitatively and quantitatively. It is therefore 
important to ensure sufficient to continue playing a role in the various European committees and 
working groups, in which the Netherlands is already well represented. 

This underlines the importance of cooperation, at the European level, but also within the 
Netherlands. This includes cooperation with the client, the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and 
Food Quality (LNV), but also with its partners: the Healthcare and Youth Inspectorate (IGJ), the 
Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (NVWA), and the National Institute for 
Public Health and the Environment (RIVM). 

Foreseen developments will always be accompanied by unforeseen situations. Sufficient room 
must always remain available to respond to contingencies that could play an important social role, 
such as bird flu or bluetongue disease.  

Data-driven infrastructure

OPTIMAL ACCESS TO DATA THROUGH 
A DATA-DRIVEN INFRASTRUCTURE

The changes in information technology and data will lead to changes in the way we work. The MEB 
plans to overhaul its current IT environment and to further develop and optimise the assessment 
processes to keep up with these changes. Data-driven working is the starting point for developing a 
robust, future-proof IT environment for the longer term. In time, information provision and data-driven 
working will be fully integrated into the MEB’s primary process of assessing and monitoring medicines. 

Preparation for and implementation of European legislation – human medicines

The revised European pharmaceutical legislation and changes to the fees for authorisation procedures 
for human medicines represent an uncertain factor that the MEB will have to take into account. 

The implementation of the new European pharmaceutical legislation will initially create a lot of work 
and lead to changes in work processes. In the coming years, more insight will be obtained into the 
effects of this revised legislation, including for the MEB as the implementing organisation. Preparing 
for the changes is a top priority for the organisation and must be done alongside our regular tasks.

Optimising regulatory processes has been a key focus of the European network for some time. The aim 
is to simplify admission procedures where possible, reduce the administrative and other burdens, and 
avoid redundant work. This trend is set to continue.
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Employees and organisation

The Agency is a knowledge-intensive, learning, and inquisitive organisation. Innovative thinking, learning 
and development, and connection to practice are firmly embedded in the institution. This applies to the 
entire organisation: both to the primary process and to the supporting departments and staff. 

Choosing a defined number of specialisations and areas of expertise and setting priorities could lead 
to more differentiation within and between departments. This could enhance career prospects and will 
offer development opportunities. 

Because of the differences in legislation, the nature of the work, and the knowledge required, 
veterinary medicine is and will continue to be a specific area of expertise within the Agency. 
The assessment of both pharmaceutical and immunological veterinary products calls for specialist 
knowledge. The number of questions surrounding immunological products is expected to increase 
in the future. The importance of knowledge on zoonoses is also increasing, given their potential 
impact on veterinary assessment work. The same applies to knowledge of the impact of veterinary 
medicine use on the environment.

HR policies and recruitment support the management in the targeted recruitment and retention 
of crucial staff. HRM also focuses on the further specialisation and flexible deployment of the staff 
necessary for performing the Agency’s duties. To achieve this, a strategic human resources plan has 
been drawn up for the coming years. This plan is updated annually and is in line with the SBP.

Given the shift towards more European work and the increasing tasks of the European CHMP and PRAC 
committees, as well as of the CMDh coordination group, support for the European representatives is 
well organised and institutionalised in the Agency organisation. The active contributions made by these 
European representatives to these committees and the impact they have forms part of the positioning 
of the Netherlands and the MEB in Europe.  

With respect to veterinary medicines, the Agency actively contributes to the European CMDv and CVMP 
committees. In addition to the current pragmatic approach and experience, it is important to take up 
new specialisations. The Agency should continue to move in tandem with relevant developments in the 
field and keep abreast of fields of expertise that will emerge in the near future. 

Knowledge retention and innovation

Knowledge retention and keeping up with new developments are essential for the MEB. This is partly 
because one of its statutory tasks is to provide scientific advice to pharmaceutical companies or 
academic research groups, but certainly also because this is a prerequisite for properly doing our work 
– and continuing to do so. It aids the MEB in fulfilling its role as a forerunner in its chosen fields of 
specialisation. This calls for close relationships, including with scientific institutes engaged in systemic 
scientific research and innovations. Collaboration with scientific institutes is part of this process. The 
MEB will continue to invest in knowledge in the field of regulatory science and science policy. The MEB 
also shares its experience on regulatory science with the EMA and other medicines authorities.

The MEB makes effective use of the various networks and partnerships. Moreover, the organisation also 
focuses on discussions about medicines that pharmaceutical companies are in the process developing, 
as this should offer early insight into external developments that will influence innovations in the field 
of medicine. The Board and its members play an active role in this process. Their backgrounds present 
them with connections with medical institutions or universities.
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The MEB will continue to play an important role in regulating the quality, efficacy, and safety 
of medicines. To do this, the MEB must maintain a leading position in Europe. This requires 
a solid foundation, and a focus on areas of interest and on making clear choices. 

Board and Agency staff are part of knowledge networks in their chosen fields of specialisation. These 
networks also bring together the pharmaceutical industry, supply partners, patient associations, and 
academic institutions. This allows us to work together and be innovative in these fields of specialisation. 

Societal role

The MEB is at the centre of society and practice. Everything centres on the users of the medicines. 
In light of declining trust in government and science, it is crucial that the organisation continues to work 
on promoting confidence in medicines and the medicine approval system. In addition to performing 
assessments, the MEB is committed to providing basic information on medicines, promoting correct 
medicine use, risk communication, and pharmacovigilance. Transparency on policies and tasks is also 
part of this task and received the necessary attention. 

The MEB is familiar with its immediate environment. We cooperate with our partners and stakeholders. 
The MEB does this by proactively and specifically communicating about regulatory policy, medicines, 
their use, and any risks they present. The MEB works to build confidence in medicines by sharing 
understandable, accessible, and tailored scientific information. It is also important that the MEB spots 
trends and effectively monitors disinformation on media, for this is essential to promptly picking up 
signals and providing objective information where necessary.

We focus our communications on various audiences. They are based on our role and responsibility, 
and are in line with our core values: to contribute to confidence in medicines based on scientific, 
factual information. 

Depending on the topic, communications take place in consultation with the Ministry of Health, 
Welfare and Sport, the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, and other parties. Given the 
developments in the field of veterinary medicines and the environment, it is expected that other 
agencies, such as the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), will also start 
communicating on this topic. 

Knowledge retention
and innovation

Strategic and
solid operations

Data-driven 
infrastructure

Employees and
organisation

Reliable
veterinary
and other
medicines
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Abbreviations and definitions
 

Abbreviation Definition

aCBG Medicines Evaluation Board Agency

ATMP Advanced Therapy Medicinal Product

CBD Central Bureau of Drugstore Companies

CCMO The Central Committee on Research Involving Human Subjects

CDMv Coordination group for mutual recognition and decentralised procedures for 
veterinary medicinal products

CHMP Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use

CMDh Co-ordination group for Mutual recognition and Decentralised procedures – human

Ctd Committee for the Authorisation of Veterinary Medicines

EMA European Medicines Agency

FMS Federation of medical specialists

HRM Human Resource Management

IGJ Health and Youth Care Inspectorate

KNMP The Royal Dutch Pharmacists Association

LNV (Ministry of) Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality

MSSG Medicine Shortages Steering Group

NHG Dutch association for general practitioners

NVWA The Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority

NVZA Dutch hospital pharmacists association

NZA The Dutch Healthcare Authority

PRAC Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee

RIVM National Institute for Public Health and the Environment

RNA Ribonucleic acid (ribonucleïnezuur)

SBP Strategic Business Plan

VWS (Ministry of) Health, Welfare and Sport

ZIN National Health Care Institute
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Anyone who uses medicines should be able
to trust them. That is what the Medicines
Evaluation Board (MEB) is working on each and
every day, in the Netherlands and in Europe.
Good medicines used better.

Medicines Evaluation Board
PO Box 8275
3503 RG Utrecht
The Netherlands
088 - 224 80 00
english.cbg-meb.nl

Editors
Jasper-Hugo Brouwers, Marieke Buiten, 
Patricia Otto & Erik van Rosmalen
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