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Interchangeability poses a safety risk…… 
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Generics are frequently used 
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Examples from a hospital pharmacist 

- Due to non-availability  other diclofenac 
ampoules  white ampoules instead of brown 
ampoules 

 

- Risk of administering the wrong drug 

 

- Nurses should always read the label  however, 
clinical practice is  
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Problems with a small therapeutic window 
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Mesalazine containing product: be careful 
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Device might impact safe use 
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Preparations for children 

 

 

 

Additives: 

- Different concentrations propyleenglycol 

- Presence of acetem 

- Differences concentrations of ethanol 

 

- Suspensions versus oral solutions 

 

- Tablets versus capsules 
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Experiences from a hospital pharmacist 

 

 

 

- Gemcitabine powder for injection  

 

- Different alternative products available as a 
solution 

 

- However, some products contain ethanol which 
is not preferred 

 

- Differences in storage conditions 
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Experiences from a hospital pharmacist 

- Due to non-availability  other ampoules  
white ampoules instead of brown ampoules 

 

- Risk of administering the wrong drug 

 

- Nurses should always read the label  however, 
it is also known that habits are difficult to change 
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Experiences from a hospital pharmacist 

- Penicillin G withdrawn from the market 

 

- Parallel imported product available and approved 
by MEB 

 

- SPC parallel imported product is the same as 
reference product  risky because parallel 
product does not contain a buffer  less stable 
in solution 
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Known risks with interchangeability 

- Small therapeutic window 

 

- Differences in pharmacokinetic profile 

 

- Medicines might look different  complications 
for patients and healthcare staff 

 

- Different additives 
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Concluding remark 

 

 

 

- Interchangeability might pose a risk to the 
patient 

 

- Most instances there is no risk 

 

- Pharmacist can play important role in 
information 

 

MEB should take an active role in discussion 

 

Regulatory science can help to build trust 


